
 

YEAR 12 SUMMER 2 

Welcome to our latest newsletter. This half-term we have focused on measuring 

academic progress, signing up for UCAS and work experience. Some students have been 

completing assessments and examinations that count towards their overall grades in 

their subjects - organisational and time management skills have been crucial and the 

majority of students have done well in this regard. In addition, all students have now 

completed their first set of PPEs (mock exams) and the results have been communicated via reports available through 

the My Child at School App. You will have a chance to discuss your child’s progress with subject teachers at the Parent 

meetings on 17th July.  Looking ahead to university and apprenticeship applications, all students have signed up to 

the UCAS website and have started to produce personal statements - see more on this below.  Finally, over 100 

students secured workplace placements for early July and have boosted their employability skills for the future.  If you 

have any questions about sixth form life please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Nicky Thompson, Head of Year 12  

 

A message from our Headteacher 

Many thanks to all students, parents and staff who have made this such an AMAZING 

year for Springwood High School. All of the external examinations are now a distant 

memory and I am confident that our wonderful year 11 and 13 students are now 

enjoying a very well deserved extended summer holiday! We have already 

celebrated with our year 11 students, with our leavers assembly and our well 

attended Prom. I am sure that our year 13 students will enjoy their Prom on A level 

results day. As ever, we have the booking process organised for results days to 

ensure every student gets the support and guidance they need. Parents are more 

than welcome to attend on both days. 

The remaining two weeks are jam packed during both the day and evenings. 

Yesterday, I attended the Key Stage 3 celebration evening at the Minster with 

honorary guests including the Mayor and Mayoress of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk along with our very own 

outstanding alumni - Mackenzie Whitehouse-Baker (fresh from his first year studying Philosophy, Politics, and 

Economics at Oxford University). Well done to Mr Cuss and Mrs Robinson for organising such an excellent and well 

attended event. 

Tonight is our annual Fashion Show. I can hear Ms Markwell and her team putting together the final preparations for 

this event. I have heard that there will be some “special guests” from the staff so please watch this space. Thursday is 

the KS3 Drama club performance of four “Grimm” fairy tales, which will be excellent. This Friday is the Sports Awards 

evening, and next week we have four evenings of exceptional music alongside our Arts Awards evening on Friday. As 

ever, our school community is working so hard to ensure all students have fabulous extra-curricular activities to 

enjoy. 

I must wish Mr Alun Bliss the very best for his forthcoming retirement. Words cannot easily convey the HUGE 

contribution he has made to Springwood High School over the past 34 years in Drama and the Performing Arts. A 

true Springwood Legend! 

See you all in the new academic year! 

Mr A Johnson, Headteacher 
 
 



 

Students start their UCAS journey  

The Universities and Colleges Admissions 

Service (UCAS) administers student 

applications to the majority of higher 

education institutions. Its website 

(www.ucas.com) is also a good place to 

start researching universities and courses 

as well as looking out for signposting to 

apprenticeships and major employers 

offering employment vacancies.  

On 10th June, 120 Year 12s visited the 

UCAS Discovery Event in Norwich to 

continue their research on post 18 

destinations. They collected course 

brochures and spoke to university 

ambassadors and apprenticeship 

providers about their next steps. On 

return to Sixth Form, all students signed 

up to UCAS to build their profiles and start 

their applications. Alannah from UEA was 

on hand to guide them through the 

process and provide advice on the new 

style of personal statements.  

 

The timeline for completing and submitting applications was also shared - please see the briefing note attached for 

more details. Early applicants (those applying for Oxbridge or medicine/vetmed or dentistry) have a Sixth Form 

deadline of 1st October. For other undergraduate applications the Sixth Form deadline is 5th December. Students are 

encouraged to book on to university Open Days and to continue their course research over the summer. At the start 

of Year 13, more support for personal statements will be provided.  

On Super Learning Day on 1st July, students had a further opportunity to 

consider their applications with input from Anglia Ruskin University and 

specific tasks to complete on our careers platform Unifrog. 

Historically the majority of students studying for A levels  apply for 

university. For most it is their clear, first choice destination. For others, 

university is a back up plan and they are keen to explore apprenticeship or 

employment opportunities alongside their UCAS application. Many 

apprenticeship vacancies are not listed until Term 2 of Year 13 but it’s a 

good idea for students to sign up to job boards such as ‘Indeed’ to avoid 

missing out on early listings.  

Students seeking apprenticeships will be supported through the 

application and interview process via mock interviews and assessments 

centres. We also have employers who visit Sixth Form to promote specific opportunities - including Mars, Mapus 

Smith and Lemmon and Palm Paper. In addition, our Careers Fair is back again on 21st October and students seeking 

employment will be encouraged to network with the employers at the event.  

For students still undecided on their next steps, our careers advisor, Christine Walton, is also on hand to advise. She 

can be reached via c.walton@westnorfolkacademiestrust.co.uk 

http://www.ucas.com
mailto:c.walton@westnorfolkacademiestrust.co.uk


 

Employers Positive About WEX 

With many of our Year 12s out on work experience it was great 

to get positive feedback from their employers. Here is a 

selection to prove how well students settled in to their 

placements:  

“Darcy is a well presented, articulate and a diligent young lady 

who is taking on board the information and learning we are 

offering” 

“Jake is getting on well, arriving on time, asking questions and 

interested in the way the business runs” 

“Rachel has settled well into the team she is working in and has 

a made a positive contribution to the team and company 

through the work she has done” 

“Zion has been very proactive and interacted very well with 

both staff and clients” 

“Maisie - She’s shown great enthusiasm, asked thoughtful 

questions, and really engaged with both the clinical and 

behind-the-scenes aspects of our work” 

 

 

Celebrating Academic Achievement and So 

Much More 

It was time for the final Year 12 celebration assembly and 

over 100 students were recognised for outstanding 

academic achievement, attendance, volunteering and 

being generally awesome in Tutor Time!  

Notable recipients were Oscar W who has had 100% 

attendance since the start of the year and our superstar 

volunteers Mia R, Pavel C, Caelon S, Kaitlin P, Rachel S, 

Callum B, Poppy P, Freya S, Tilly D, Natalia Z, Lauren P, Hope 

G, Amelie H, Archie T, Jess D, Tricia C, Emilija B, Miriam P, 

Caelon T, Ryan L, Modestas J, Tom G and Jack B. 

Congeniality awards went to Eva R, Lauren P, Oliver C, Caleb S, Sophie G, Dominyka S, James B, Isobel C, Thomas B, 

Ben T, Alice R and Zoe W. And Academic Excellence prizes went to: 

APPLIED SCIENCE - George B, ART - Nastia K, BIOLOGY - Manu J, CHEMISTRY - Oliver W + Eva K, COMPUTER SCIENCE - 

James B, CRIMINOLOGY - Agatha Z, DANCE - Rachel S, DRAMA - Keira P, ENGLISH LANG/LIT - Azaria E, ENGLISH 

LITERATURE - Lola H + Zion N, FASHION - Freya S, FOOD SCIENCE - Lesha N, FURTHER MATHS - Pavel C, HEALTH & 

SOCIAL CARE - Hope G, MATHS - Oliver O, MEDIA STUDIES - Lilian K + Grace B, MUSIC - Amelie H + Iamyrl F, MUSIC 

TECH - Jay G, PE - Zoe W, PHOTOGRAPHY - Freya E, PHYSICS - Oliver O, PSYCHOLOGY - Lola H, RE - Mia R + Lily J and 

SOCIOLOGY - Annabel C/Eva. 

Congratulations to everyone, including progress prize winners and certificate holders who were also celebrated. 

 



 

Sharing lessons from Auschwitz 

Four Year 12s recently took part in the ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ 

project where they learnt about the history of the Holocaust, 

considered the individuals whose lives were affected by it and 

reflected on the relevance of the Holocaust today. On their return 

from visiting the camp in Poland, Letysha, Lilly, Sharon and 

Charlotte produced a comprehensive newsletter of their findings 

and have shared it with others in Sixth Form. Letysha says, "Going 

to Auschwitz was an experience that we never thought we would 

get, but seeing the remnants of the monstrosities that occurred at 

this site, made us, as a group more aware of the troubles faced 

and the troubles the Jewish community are still facing to this day. 

Travelling to Poland itself was a hard journey but seeing the 

camps was a very emotional and moving experience that we will never forget. We got to listen to personal stories 

which made the account more real and it hit harder emotionally than we originally believed. We are incredibly 

thankful for this once in a lifetime opportunity for both the Springwood Sixth Form and the Holocaust Educational 

Trust for organising the trip." 

 

Shaping health services in West Norfolk 

The Youth Council at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in King’s 

Lynn has doubled its membership from five to 10 including 

two Year 12s, Hope G and Letysha S. The hospital worked 

with Healthwatch Norfolk, which gives people’s views about 

health and care to bosses and funders, to create the council. 

Representatives from Healthwatch delivered an assembly to 

talk about the Youth Council and to encourage students to 

apply. Hope says, “I wanted to join the council as I love 

helping other people, and it would give me the 

understanding of how the hospital works and what we can 

do to help improve it for the youth within it. I also wanted to 

take part in the council as I am interested in making a 

difference in people's lives and making sure they are as 

happy as they can be, and knowing I can contribute to it makes me happy! I hope to use my position on the council to 

shape health services in West Norfolk by gaining as much information as 

possible on what is going well, and what is needing improvements to ensure 

health services across West Norfolk are meeting the wants of the public! We 

have already discussed topics that can help contribute to change and are in 

the process of getting them into action as soon as possible, hopefully resulting 

in positive change to health services!”  

 

Norfolk Youth Artist of the Year 

Last year’s Royal Norfolk Show saw the launch of the Youth Artist of the Year 

competition which promotes A-Level, Further Education & Higher Education 

art. We are delighted that Olivia D beat fierce competition to win the title this 

year and will be displaying her amazing artwork at The Norfolk Show for the 

next two years.  



 

Success at Chemistry Olympiad 

Designed to challenge and inspire, the UK 

Chemistry Olympiad (UKChO) is a unique 

opportunity for students to push themselves 

further and excel in the chemistry field. Budding 

chemists develop critical problem-solving skills, 

learn to think more creatively and get a chance to 

test their knowledge in new, real-world situations. 

Year 12s had a particularly good showing this year 

with the following students achieving a bronze 

award: Rachel C, Holly M, Daniel M, Oscar W, 

Oliver O, Oliver W, Thomas B, Kevin M and 

Ashwini P. whilst Angelo A scored a Silver.  

 

Chemistry students also took part in the Cambridge Chemistry Challenge, another external assessment designed to 

challenge students, and achieved the following fantastic results: 

Copper award - Ashwini P, George D, Isabella M, Jessica E, Kevin M, Lilly J, Manu J, Olivia H, Oscar W, Tharul A 

Silver award - Oliver O, Eva K, Daniel M, Holly M, Joseph S 

Gold award - Oliver W 

Triathlon success  

Huge congratulations to Edward M who won the Norwich Tri sprint 

event in June. He came first out of 167 competitors and beat second 

place by 3 minutes. Edward found  a weekend job so that he could 

buy a road bike and compete in triathlons. This competition was the 

new bike’s first outing and it played a big part in his success, not just 

the speed but the confidence it gave him too. We look forward to 

following Edward’s Triathlon journey and wish him all the best for 

the season.  

 

Music students entertain at Norfolk Show 

 

Once again our students did a fantastic job of 

representing the Sixth Form at the Royal Norfolk 

Show. 

Four performances throughout the day lasting a 

total of nearly three hours in really hot conditions 

and they carried on, showing the immense talent, 

tenacity and dedication we continue to foster here 

at Springwood. 

Thank you to all the soloists, choirs and concert 

band for your brilliant work. 

 

 



 

Sports Day Shenanigans 

Tutor group rivalry was on full display this month at the Year 12 Sports 

Day.  Victory went to 12-09 in a close race for the top prize. Well done 

to everyone who took part and to Mr Rawling and Miss Edwards who 

officiated and used their maths skills to total up the points! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sailing Trip 

Some of our year 12 students had the opportunity to learn 

how to sail at Snettisham Sailing Club on a glorious sunny 

evening on 3rd July. The students really enjoyed the 

experience and mastered the art of sailing really quickly 

whilst enjoying watching the staff capsize into the water. 

Jack said ‘I would like to thank you for the opportunity to 

go sailing yesterday. I believe we all enjoyed ourselves and 

had a few laughs in doing so. It was something I did not 

expect to see myself doing, however I thoroughly enjoyed 

it.’ 

 

 

Student Union Update 

Our newly recruited Students Union Team have hit the ground 
running this term in bringing new suggestions to the Sixth Form. To 
name a few, they have produced a students suggestion box, written 
a sixth form newsletter for prospective students and came up with 
the idea of having a live calendar for students.  

The role of the Students Union is to promote greater student voice 
and is a chance for students to shape their experiences at 
Springwood Sixth Form so they can get the most out of their 
studies and extracurricular/supercurricular opportunities here.  

The following students are our representatives for this year; 

Student Voice - Thomas L, Zoe W,  Extra Curricular - Beth W, PSHE - 
Darcy Y, Social Media - Nikita C, Academic - Holly M, Social Events - Rocky D, Wellbeing - Karolina R, Hope G, 
Kamayshika S, Embracing School Life - Wilfred P, Environmental - Nastia K, Eshaal, Diversity - Xara S. 

We look forward to seeing more of their ideas come to life next year with the recruitment of the new cohort of year 
12s! 

 

Fashion Show  

Some year 12 students were amongst the 130 students who took part in our school’s annual fashion show on 8th 
July. They took on roles such as show host, models, designers and working behind the scenes. 

‘The fashion show has become a highlight of the school year and is looked forward to by everyone. It encourages the 
student’s confidence, creativity and self-belief, and provides work experience in a variety of roles in the production of 
the show. I feel like a fairy godmother at times when seeing the student’s transformation and growth. It is nice to see 
the model’s confidence and sass develop but some of the most rewarding parts involve students learning behind the 
scenes skills and developing their work ethic. The unseen work put into rehearsing, promoting and generally getting 
the show on the road is hard to put into words. This year the collections have the wow factor! I am so proud of all my 
participants and especially the designers.’ 

Miss Markwell, Fashion Course Leader 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making the transition to Year 13 

As Year 12 draws to a close we have asked students to consider how they will approach Year 13 with workshops 

focusing on how to handle high pressure situations, taking responsibility and setting goals, making big decisions and 

how to overcome worries about new situations.  

To support them through this vital year, there will be some changes to the Year 13 Sixth Form Team.  Mrs Williams 

continues as pastoral lead and will be joined by Mrs Cuss, who is returning from maternity leave, and Miss Thompson 

who will job-share the Head of Year 13 role (Miss Thompson Mon-Tues and Mrs Cuss Wed-Fri). Miss Edwards, who 

has done a fantastic job this year, will stay as a key member of the Year 12 team. 

To give you an overview of the year ahead there will be a Year 13 Parents Information Evening on 17th September. 

Please come along to find out how you can support your child through the challenge of A Level examinations and 

choosing the post-18 destination that’s right for them. 

At the end of term, students will have a half day on the 22nd July and will return for the new term on Thursday 4th 

September. Thank you for all your support this year. Wishing everyone a happy summer holiday. 

Miss Thompson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

MyChildAtSchool has replaced the ParentApp and ParentPay 

Parents can access details about their child at school by using MyChildAtSchool.  This can either be an app or your 

phone or by going to www.mychildatschool.com 

Your child can access the student portal by using the Bromcom Student App on their phone, and can also be accessed 

by going to www.bromcomvle.com/?schoolid=14633 

These apps are both available from Google Play and the Apple AppStore. A basic user guide, along with other support 

materials can be found at https://docs.bromcom.com/article-categories/for-parents/ 

If you forget your password please click on the Reset Password link on the App, or, using your web browser, go to the 

relevant website and click on the Reset Password link.  You must use the email address that you have given the 

school. 

Should you experience any issues with your MCAS or Bromcom Student account please contact us for support via the 

following options: 

Tel: 01553 773393 

email: office@springwoodhighschool.co.uk 

When emailing, please provide as much detail about your issue so we can make sure we allocate the right 

department. Please also provide your full name, school and return phone number. 

 

Attendance 

Thank you for your support with attendance of your child to school over the past year. We have had 83 students 
across years 7 to 10 retain 100% attendance over the whole of the year, which is very impressive, and nearly a 
quarter of the school with 100% since Easter. There are many other students who just missed out on 100% 
attendance, yet still gained above 95%, the key figure for where attendance can start to affect learning. 

Term starts for the new years 7 and 12 on Wednesday 3rd September, with all of the other years starting on Thursday 
4th September. If you have any concerns prior to the start of term, staff will be available at the school from Monday 
1st September. Please remember to encourage your young people back into a good sleep routine a few days prior to 
the start of term. All students should be on site by 8:45am, ready for tutor time and assemblies to begin promptly at 
8:50am. 

We hope you all have a very pleasant Summer holiday and look forward to welcoming your children back in 
September. 

 

http://www.mychildatschool.com/
http://www.bromcomvle.com/?schoolid=14633
https://docs.bromcom.com/article-categories/for-parents/


 

PTFA News 
                       

   
 

 

 

 

 

As we wrap up another fantastic academic year, it's a perfect time to reflect on the incredible work 
of the Springwood High School PTFA. This has been our busiest and most successful year to 
date, supporting more events than ever before and raising in the region of £10,000 to enhance 
student experiences through extra-curricular activities and resources. 

🎉 2024–2025 PTFA Events Snapshot 

Here’s a look at the many events we’ve supported this year: 

October:​ Year 6 Specialist Arts Auditions (refreshments) 
Careers Evening (refreshments) 
Year 7 Halloween Disco 
 

November: ​ Bingo Night 

December: ​ Annual Christmas Craft Fair; Community Carol Service (refreshments) 
Year 8 Christmas Disco 
 

January:​ Quiz & Chips Night 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat (refreshments) 
 

February:​ Year 7 Valentine’s Disco; Bingo 
 
March:​ ​ Concert Band Spectacular (refreshments) ; Vocal evening (refreshments) 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time – King’s Lynn Players  
 
May:​ ​ Bingo; Race Night (refreshments) 
 
June: ​​ Bingo; Year 8 Summer Disco 
 
July:​ ​ Year 7 Summer Disco; Fashion Show (refreshments) 

WNAT Community Music Festival (refreshments – upcoming) 
 

These events wouldn’t be possible without the hard work of our PTFA committee, dedicated 
volunteers, student helpers, staff — and of course, our supportive parents and carers. Thank you 
all! 



 

 
 

📣 Introducing the SHS PTFA 100 Club! 

Launching September 2025, the PTFA 100 Club is an exciting new school lottery — a fun way to 
support Springwood while having the chance to win real cash prizes! 

How It Works: 

●​ £24 per year (£4 per draw) via Standing Order 

●​ Each £4 buys 1 draw number (multiple numbers allowed) 

●​ 6 prize draws per academic year (each half term) 

●​ 45% of proceeds go to prize winners: 

o​ 1st Prize: 20% 

o​ 2nd Prize: 15% 

o​ 3rd Prize: 10% 

●​ 55% goes directly to PTFA funds for school support 

●​ Open to ages 16+ 

Winners announced via the SHS website, newsletters, PTFA minutes, and Facebook, with prizes 
paid by bank transfer. Keep an eye out for full details in September! 

 

🙌 Special Thanks 

A heartfelt thank you goes to our PTFA Chair, Fez Williams, whose tireless dedication, energy, and 
humour have been the driving force behind so many of this year’s successes. 

 

💬 Stay Connected 

If you haven’t already, follow our new Springwood High School PTFA Facebook page to stay up to 
date with future events, news, and opportunities to get involved. Like, follow, and spread the word! 

 

🌞 Have a Great Summer! 

We wish all of our Springwood families a safe, happy summer and look forward to seeing you next 
year — whether you’re attending events, volunteering, or sharing new fundraising ideas. 

 

                        

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61565064760936

