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Instructions for using your Knowledge Organiser

Every school day, you should study 1 to 2 subjects from your knowledge organiser for
homework lasting at least 1 hour in total.

On pages 6 and 7 there is space for you to record the subjects you have studied to
make sure you are giving equal time to all of them. Your parent should sign off your
homework each evening on these pages.

Your parent should also sign your reading log on pages 8 and 9.

You can use the note pages in this booklet to help with your studies.

You need to bring your Knowledge Organiser to school every day. It will be checked
regularly during form time.

You will be regularly tested on knowledge contained in this booklet in your lessons
and through quizzes on Show My Homework.

Self- testing

You can use your Knowledge Organiser in a number of different ways but you should
not just copy from the organiser. Use the following tips and guidance to help you get
the most out of learning and revising your subject knowledge.

These are some possible tasks you could try:

e Ask someone to write questions e Use the ‘clock’ template to divide the
for you information into smaller sections

e Write your own challenging e Give yourself a spelling test
questions, leave them overnight e Give yourself a definition test
and try answering them the next e Draw images and annotate/label them

day with extra information

e Create mind maps Do further research on the topic
e Create flash cards Create fact files

e Put the key words into new Create flowcharts

sentences Draw diagrams
e Look, write, cover and check

e \Write a mnemonic




How to make the most of your knowledge organiser

Questions/Answers, Answers/Questions

Ask a parent, carer, study partner to write you questions (or answers) and then you
write the answer (or possible question that would respond to that answer).

You can also write your own questions but if you do this leave it until the next day
before you answer them to see what you can remember after a break.

Always remember to check and correct

Flashcards

These are a very good and simple self-testing tool.

To make your own, take some card and cut into rectangles roughly 10cm x 6cm.
Write the key word on one side and the definition on the other.

Then go through your cards looking at one side and seeing if you can remember the
keyword/definition on the other side.

The Learning Scientists

As a trust, we have always been keen to find out more about how we learn and how
we can support our students in their learning.

The Learning Scientists are a group of cognitive psychological scientists interested in
research on education. Their main research focus is on the science of learning.
(Hence, “The Learning Scientists™!)

Through decades of research, they have identified and developed six key learning
strategies, which are explained over the next few pages. These are the main
strategies we encourage our students to apply to their studies.

Please visit the Learning Scientists’ website for more useful information, including
blogs for parents to help support their children with their learning.

https://www.learningscientists.org/
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@ Six Strategies for Effective Learning

e strategies
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Explain and describe Practice bringing
ideas with many details information to mind

@

\“Rle Q*ETC’S'

Use specific examples Space out your
to understand abstract studying over time
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Switch between ideas Combine words
while you study and visuals
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Retrieval Practice

Retrieval Practice

Spaced Practice Spaced Practice

PRACTICE BRINGING
INFORMATION TO MIND

SPACE OUT YOUR STUDYING SPACE OUT YOUR STUDYING
OVER TIME OVER TIME

@ TESTING @
b
© SPACING @ TESTING .

\
© SKETCHING \
\
© SPACING ' \
y \

E%} © SKETCHING \

\
. HOW TO DO IT

PRACTICE BRINGING
INFORMATION TO MIND

\
‘ HOW TO DO IT '
Start planning early

Put away your class
materials, and write or
for exams, and set
aside a little bit of
time every day. Five
hours spread out over
two weeks is better
than the same five
hours all at once.

@ _rrhow

sketch everything you
know. Be as thorough as
possible. Then, check
your class materials for
accuracy and important
points you missed.

Take as many practice
tests as you can get
your hands on. If you

@ _iirnow

Review information Think of a don't have ready-made Close your
tests, try making your

fl"ﬂ:'l_'l @ach !:lass, h:t . own and trading with a

notimmediately after to pic you read friend who has done the honk‘" and

class.

After you review
information from the

about a few

same.

You can also make

write down as

flashcards. Just mak
mait recen: clas:, ) chapters back. Ez; ::u ;ra:t?mma . much as you
make sure 1o go bac recalling the informa-
and study What were the oo e e can from
important older H beyond definitions by
information to keep it main ideas? thinking of links memaory.

fresh.

between ideas.

learningscientists.org learningscientists.org learningscientists.org learningscientists.org



Elaboration

EXPLAIN AND DESCRIBE IDEAS
WITH DETAILS

\II

iy

‘H[]W T0 DO IT [

Ask yourself questions
while you are studying
about how things work
and why, and then find
the answers in your
class materials and
discuss them with your
classmates.

As you elaborate, make
connections between
different ideas to
explain how they work
together. Take two ideas
and think of ways they
are similar and
different.

Describe how the ideas
you are studying apply
to your own experiences
or memaories. As you go
through your day, make
connections to the ideas
you are learning in
class.

Elaboration

EXPLAIN AND DESCRIBE IDEAS
WITH DETAILS

@ _rirvon

Close the book
and think
about how
what you just
read connects
to something
you already

know.

Interleaving

SWITCH BETWEEN IDEAS
WHILE YOU STUDY

TOPIC
A

O TOPIC
B
@ TOPIC

c

%

‘ HOW TO DO IT

Switch between ideas
during a study session.
Don't study one

idea for too long.

Go back over the ideas
again in different
orders to strengthen
your understanding.

Make links between
different ideas as you
switch between them.

Interleaving

SWITCH BETWEEN IDEAS
WHILE YOU STUDY

TOPIC
A

O TOPIC
B
O TOFIC
c

@ i ow §

OK, you've read
enough about
this topic. Why
don't you try to
answer some
questions
about a
different topic
for a bit?

learningscientists.org ‘ learningscientists.org ‘ learningscientists.org learningscientists.org ‘



Concrete Examples

Dual Coding Dual Coding

USE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES TO USE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES TO COMBINE WORDS COMBINE WORDS
UNDERSTAND ABSTRACT IDEAS UNDERSTAND ABSTRACT IDEAS AND VISUALS AND VISUALS

$@

3{*@@

Collect examples your
teacher has used, and m | . HOW TO DO IT : |

Concrete Examples

look in your class

materials for as many Look at your class
examples as you can Look around materials and find N
find. visuals. Look over the ow that you
= n visuals and compare .
Make the link between you: Can you to the words. P have read a bit,
the idea you are :
studying and each find an example Look at visuals, and close the book
example, so that you explain in your own
understand how the related to the words what they and draw a
L ies to th . .

example applies fo the idea you were mean < ual that

st di Take information that visua a
Share examples with Just reading you are trying to .
friends, and explain learn, and draw incorporates
them to each other for about? visuals to go along h ..
added benefits. with it. the main ideas.
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Homework log and parental check

Week 1

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 2

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 3

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 4

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 5

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 6

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 7

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
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Homework log and parental check

Week 8

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 9

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 10

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 11

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 12

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 13

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 14

Subject 1

Subject 2

Signed

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
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Reading loQ

Use this reading log to record the books you read along with how long you have
spent reading and the Accelerated Reader quizzes you have completed.

Parent/ Guardian
J5eaff signature

lotal time
spent reading

Book(s) read (title and author)

Sun

Sat

Fri

Thu

Wed

[N

1% [a)]

W eek

12



Reading loQ

Use this reading log to record the books you read along with how long you have
spent reading and the Accelerated Reader quizzes you have completed.

Parent/ Guardian
Jstaff signature

lotal time
spent reading

Bookis) read (title and author)

Sun

Sat

Fri

Fhu

Wed

Tue

Mon

Week

13
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Topic 5: Fats and Oils

A small amount of fat is an essential part of a healthy, balanced diet.
Fat is a source of essential fatty acids, which the body cannot

make itself. It also provides energy and is converted into body fat to
keep us warm and protect our vital organs.

Fat helps the body absorb vitamin A, vitamin D and vitamin E. These vitamins are fat-
soluble, meaning they can only be absorbed with the help of fats.

The main types of fat found in food are:

e saturated fats from animal sources, including meat and dairy products, as well as
some plant foods, like palm oil and coconut oil
e unsaturated fats found primarily in oils from plants and fish

As part of a healthy diet, you should try to cut down on foods and drinks high in saturated
fats and replace some of them with unsaturated fats, for example using a low-fat spread
instead of butter or olive oil instead of lard.

Normal blood flow
‘ There's good evidence that replacing saturated fats with
some unsaturated fats can help lower cholesterol which is a
major cause of heart disease as it can block up your arteries.

Blocked artery

Too much fat in the diet can also lead to obesity and Type 2
. diabetes.

Fats are used to spread on bread, as a cooking medium and for shortening and aeration.
Deep-fat and shallow frying are popular ways of cooking food that add colour, flavour and
texture to food - but it also adds unnecessary calories.

Shortening is when you add fat to biscuits or pastry to give them a crumbly texture. When
fat is rubbed into the flour using the fingertips, it surrounds the flour particles with a
waterproof coating — fats with high levels of plasticity, for example butter, are best for this.
This stops water becoming absorbed and gluten being formed (the protein in flour). Gluten
makes dough stretchy and baked products chewy and is ideal in bread making but not
desirable in pastry which should be melt-in-the-mouth.

Fat also helps to trap air in a mixture to give a light, springy
texture (aeration). In cake making, fat and sugar are creamed
together and bubbles of air enclosed in the mixture to make a
stable foam.
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Topic 6: Adapting Recipes

For some people, following the Eatwell Guide is more challenging because they cannot, or
choose not to, eat some of the food groups.

People with allergies and intolerances are not able to eat some foods
because they cause severe reactions or unpleasant symptoms. Common
food allergens include fish, nuts and sesame seeds. People with severe
allergies should avoid all traces of these food as they can go into
anaphylactic shock which can be very serious.

Gluten intolerance means that people need to find alternatives to some
,f,"’ starchy foods like bread and pasta. Gluten-free flour is now available in
% most supermarkets and ready-made gluten-free products are also easier
to find in shops.
There are also calcium-fortified dairy alternatives like soya milks, soya yoghurts and soya

cheeses which can make good alternatives to dairy products for people with lactose
intolerance.

Other people choose not to eat animal products because they are
vegetarians or vegans. They do not agree that animals should be
slaughtered for food or kept for human food production. There
are many high protein alternatives for people who do not eat

animal products including Quorn, quinoa and foods made from egan

soya.

Choosing to eat only organic, Fairtrade or free range products is
also becoming more popular. Organic foods are produced without
any chemicals. Fairtrade foods are grown by people who receive a
good deal for their produce. Free range farming is when animals
are allowed to roam outside during the day rather than being kept
indoors in large numbers (intensive farming). Some people are
also concerned about food production and the environment —

FA' RTRADE saying we should look for alternatives to rearing cattle such as
eating insects (entomophagy).

People also adapt recipes to take account of their personal preferences (their likes and
dislikes) or their religion, to make them cheaper, to make them healthier or to add variety
to their diet.
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Y8 German - Summer Term 1

Kleider/ Klamotten

Clothes

der Rock skirt
der Mantel coat
der Anzug suit
der Kapuzenpulli hoodie
die Jeanshose/ die Jeans

jeans
die Hose trousers
das Kleid dress
das Hemd shirt
das T-Shirt T-shirt
die Schuhe shoes
die Stiefel boots
die Sandalen sandals

Wie ist es? What is it like?
kurz short

lang long

weit wide-leq/ baggy

schmal  slim-leg/ skinny
schick smart

locker casual

kKariert checkered
gepunktet spoftty/ polka dot
gestreift Stripy
glanzend glittery

Wie ist dein Stil?

What is your style?
lassig informal
trendig frendy
sportlich sporty
klassisch classic

Was tragst du?

ich trage. .. | wear/ | am wearing trendig trendy
einen kurzen Rock a short skart

einen langen Mantel a long coat ich ziehe mich an

einen lockeren Kapuzenpulli a casval hoodlie [ get dressed
eine weite Hose a bagg}_r pair a::f fmt_fsers inige Leute

eine schmale Jeanshose a pair of skinny jeans some people
ein kariertes Hemd a checkered shirt

ein gepunktetes Kleid a spotty dress viele Kinder .

ein gestreiftes T-Shirt a stripy T-shirt many children
schicke Stiefel smart boots

ein erstes Date A first date

VWas wirst du machen? What will you do?

ich werde. . fwall

die Karten im Voraus kaufen

What do you wear?
What are you wearing?

Five key words

die Schuhe the shoes

buy the tickets in advance

einen guten Film auswahlenchoose a good film

frih ankommen

abholen
etwas Schickes anziehen
genug Geld mitnehmen
mit dem Bus in die Stadt fahren
ins Kino gehen
essen gehen

armive early

pick up

put on something smart
take enough money with me
go by bus to fown

go to the cinema

go out to eat

High frequency words

wenn when/ if
immer always

Zum Beispiel for example
Zuerst first of all
seit since/ for

fur for

mdglich possible

pro Jahr per year
nachstes Jahr next year
teuer expensive
alle allf everyone
um... Zu in order to

ich mache mich fertig

ich style mir die Haare

ich mache mir die Haare

ich putze mir die Zahne

ich schminke mich

ich ziehe mich an

ich sehe mich im Spiegel an
ich benutze ein Deo

ich wahle meine Kleider aus

I get myself ready

| style my hair

I do my hair

I brush my teeth

| put on make-up

I get dressed

| look at myself in the mirror
| put on deodorant

| choose my clothes

Diskussion und Debatte

Viele/ Einige Leute sagen

Meiner Meinung nach

Erstens

Zweitens

Schlieltlich

Du hast gesagt ... aber ich denkes
Auf der einen Seite

30

Discussion and debate

Manysome people say
{in my opinion

Firstiy

Seconaly

Finaily

You said... but | think
O the one hand




Y8 German - Summer Term 2

Key verbs:
haben —to have ich habe...
sein —to be ich bin/er ist...

ich lese/ sie liest

ich sehe / er sieht
ich hasse

ich liebe

ich mag/wir mogen
ich nehme / er nimmt
ich trinke

ich esse / erisst

ich muss.../er muss...
ich darf...

ich stehe auf

lesen —to read
sehen —to watch
hassen — to hate
lieben —to love
mogen — to like
nehmen — to take
trinken — to drink
essen —to eat
miissen — to have to
dirfen —to be allowed to
aufstehen —to get up
sich duschen —to shower  ich dusche mich
sich waschen — to wash ich wasche mich
sich anziehen — to get dressed

ich ziehe mich an

abwaschen —to do the washing up

ich wasche ab

rauchen —to smoke ich rauche nicht
ausgehen —to go out ich gehe aus
zuriikkommen — to come back

ich komme zurick

tragen —to wear ich trage /sie tragt

Key past tense sentences with ‘haben’:

Ich habe... gemacht — | did

Ich habe... gelesen — | read

ich habe... gewohnt — | lived

ich habe... gekauft — | bought

ich habe... gegessen — | ate

ich habe... getrunken — | drank

ich habe... gespielt — | played

ich habe... gehort — | listened

ich habe... gesehen — | saw/watched

Key past tense sentences with ‘sein:

ich bin... geblieben — | stayed

ich bin... gegangen — | went

ich bin... gefahren — | went (drove/travelled)
ich bin... geflogen — | flew

Key nouns:

die Stadt — town
Marktplatz — town square
Hafen — harbour
Ferienhaus — holiday house
Kirche — church
Einkaufszentrum — shopping
mall

Jugendherberge —

youth hostel

Komodie — comedy
Zeichentrickfilm — cartoon
Dokumentation —
documentary

Nachrichten — news
Seifenopern — soap operas
Zeitschrift — magazine
Zeitung — newspaper
Stunden — hours

Woche — week

Tag —day

Schinken —ham

Brotchen — bread roll

Kase — cheese

Key adjectives:
klein —small

grofld — big

schon — beautiful
ruhig — quiet

blod — stupid
schrecklich —terrible
langweilig — boring
spannend — exciting
unterhaltsam -
entertaining

gesund — healthy
slichtig — addicted
suld —sweet

sauer — sour
scharf — spicy

lecker —yummy
ekelhaft — disgusting
geradeaus — straight
links — left

rechts - right

schick - trendy
gestreift — striped
kariert - checked

Obst — fruit

Gemiise — vegetables
Ei/Eier — egg/ eggs

Wasser — water
Bushaltestelle — bus stop
Imbissstube — snack bar
Hallenbad —indoor pool
Eiscafé — ice cream parlour

Key transport:

zu Full — by foot

mit dem Auto — by car

mit dem Boot — by boat

mit dem Reisebus — by coach
mit dem Zug — by train

mit dem Flugzeug — by plane

Umzug — procession
Kirmes — fun fair
Rock — skirt

Mantel — coat in
Hemd — shirt
Kleid — dress
Kapuzenpulli—hoodie | in
Anzug — suit
Stiefel — boots
Schuhe - shoes

Key places:
bei Freunden — at friends’

die Stadt — into town

ins Kino — to the cinema
im Schlafzimmer —

the bedroom

bis zur Ampel — until the lights
an der Kreuzung — at the cross
roads

Project: Film study — key words:

Mein Lieblingscharakter ist... - my favourite character is...

Meine Lieblingsszene ist... - my favourite scene is...

Ich finde den Film.... - | find the film...

Ich finde die Schauspieler*innen... - | find the actors/actresses...
im Berwerk — in the mine

im Stadion —in the stadion

am Abendtisch — at the dinner table

aggressiv - aggressive

traurig - sad

aufregend - exciting
Weltmeisteschaft — world cup
Schweiz - Switzerland
Weltkrieg — world war

Kneipe - pub

hat... gewonnen — has won
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Year 8 Knowledge Organiser
3D SHAPES, CAPACITY AND VOLUME

v

AN

( Key Words \
Key Concept Volume: The amount Exa mples
Cube Cuboid of space that an object
occupies.
Capacity: The amount 2cm
of space that a liquid Volume =4 X9 X2
Faces—6 Faces —6 occupies. 3
Edges—12  Edges—12 Cuboid: 3D shape with 9cm =72cm
Vertices— 8 Vertices — 8 6 square{rectangular
Hexagonal Triangular faces. 4 cm
Prism Prism Vertices: Angular 5% 7
points of shapes. Area Of triangle —
Face: A surface of a 3D 2
S E T | S S —— = 17.5mm?
Faces—8 Faces—5 Edge: A line which
Edges — 18 Edges—9 connects two faces on 11 mm Volume =175 x 11
Vertices — 12 Vertices— 6 Q3D shape.
= 192.5mm?
,?-\ hegartymaths Tip J
Clip Numbers Reme;nl;efr the lunits are Questions
cuped ror volume. ~—
>68-571,698,699 Find the volume of these shapes: 1) ,/’_s em  2) /“‘“x\_?
Formula Y™y 9m
Cuboid Volume =1xwxh
Prism Volume = area of cross section X length w79t (7 A2 0976 (T SHIMSNY

Year 8 Knowledge Organiser
3D GEOMETRY — PLANS & ELEVATIONS

Key Concept
Net of Cube

Net of Cuboid

Tip
Remember the units are
squared for surface area.

)Lsu\ hegartymaths

Clip Numbers
837-844, 584

( Key Words
Isometric: A visual way
to represent 3D
objects.

Plan view: Viewing an
object from above.
Front Elevation:
Viewing an object from
the front.

\( Examples

l Plan

/ Wevation
Front elevation

Side Elevation: 3-15 Front&Back
Viewing an object from - (2x18)= 36
. Total
the side. o 5= 33 Right & LeftSide  surface
Surface Area: Finding = (2x33)= 66 .
the total area of each 11 = 234 cm’
face of a 3D object. Top & Bottom
T —
\ J\ e * % (2x66)= 132
\. i1 /
.Formula Questions Som ” rw
Cuboid Surface area Find the surface area of these cuboids: a
= 2lw + 2wh + 2hl &
7cm
4cm
w2797 (T
ZWa9s7 (T ‘SHAMSNY Scm

12em
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Year 8 Knowledge Organiser
PRESENTING DATA

Key Concept

Types of chart
* Tally chart/Frequency Table - A record

occurs.

around a point

of how often each value in a set of data

* Pictogram - shows information as
pictures, must have a key to show how
much each picture is worth =4 cars

* Bar Chart - x — axis shows the type of
data, y — axis shows the frequency for
each type of data.

* Pie Chart —Remember there are 360°

* Line Graph- A graph that uses points
connected by straight lines to show how

4 )

data changes in values (usually over

time)

,?1 hegartymaths
Clip Numbers

Tips
Bar charts have gaps
between the bars and
each bar is the same

Examples
There are 90 people altogether so we share the 360°
between them. Each person is worth 4° 360 _
Eye colour 20
Eye E
colour requency
Blue 15 x4 =60 Key:
M Blue
Brown 43 x4 =172 ™ Brown
Other
Other 32 x4=128
\ =90 =360 )
—Questions——————————————
Show this data in a Age Frequency
a) Tally chart 1 17
b) Pictogram 12 11
c) Barchart 13 g

d) Piechart
e) Why would a line graph be an inappropriate way to show this data?

425 — 333 dth "IN 2UC 1B PR1D3||02 B1EP 51 514D ‘Sl
width. Jano sadueyd Sulyrswos moy moys sydeaf aun (2, 08 ‘, OTT L0LT S2[Buy (P :SYIMSNY
Frequency = Total.
Year 8 Knowledge Organiser )
INTERPRETING DATA )
Key Concept ( Key Words \ ( Examples N
Types of data 5,9,9, 9,@ 12, 13, 15, 16
Primary Data — collected by Frequency: Total.
you. Mean: Total of data Averages
Secondary Data — collected divided by the M 5494+94+9+4+11+12+13+15+16 99 1
ean = = —=
by someone else. number of pieces of 9 9
Q“a_"ﬁtaﬁ"e Data - data. Median =11 (The middle number in the ordered list shown above)
numerical data (numbers) Mode: The value that
Qualitative Data - occurs most Mode =9 (This number occurs most often)

non-numerical data (e.g. eye
colour)
Continuous Data — data that
can take any numerical value
within a given range.
Discrete Data — data that can
take only specific values
within a given range.
Grouped Data — data that can
be organised in categories

frequently.

Median: Middle
number when they
are in order.

Range: Difference
between the largest

ﬁ; hegartymaths

Clip Numbers
404 - 410,

413-421, 392-393

Measure of Spread

Qnd smallest values. )

Tips
- There can be more
than one mode.

- Range is a measure
of spread, not an
average.

\Range =16—-5=11 (Largest number — smallest number)

_/

Questions
1) Find the mean, mode, median and range of:
a) 3,12,4,6,8,5,4 b)12,1,10,1,9,3,4,9,7,9
2) a)You collect some data about the people in your Maths class. Is
this primary or secondary data?
b)Height is an example of [quantitative/gualitative] [continuous/discrete]
data

c) Shoe size is an example of [guantitative/qualitative] [continuous/discrete]
data

9)2.2s1p aAneljuenb
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Religious Studies: The Environment

What are the issues with the environment?

In recent years people have become very concerned about the impact humans are having on the
environment and the way we are changing it. Climate change, global warming, deforestation — these are
all key areas of concern. Linked to this is the way humans treat animals — vegetarianism, veganism,
animal testing... where do we draw the line between use and abuse? Some say the environment is the
biggest concern for the 21° century, with our life style causing untold harm for the future.

Christianity, Judaism and God’s creation
Jews and Christians believe that God created the universe, but they may disagree about how. Many are
happy to accept scientific theories but others follow the traditional accounts in Genesis. However
creation happened they believe that humanity was given a special role within the process of creation,
above animals and the rest of the environment. Some talk about humans being given dominion, others —
probably the majority today — prefer the term ‘stewardship’ with its idea of looking after God’s creation.

A Hindu perspective

Hinduism is an eastern religious tradition which says all living beings contain a soul, which suggests there
is greater equality between humans and animals. Life is cyclic, with animals, plants and people all being
valued as part of a creation where everything should be in harmony. Ahimsa is a key Hindu principle,
and many Hindus are vegetarian as killing animals for meat causes suffering. Cows are seen as especially
sacred and are protected by law in India — the Vedas forbid the killing of cows and the cow is seen as
more useful to humans alive than dead. In India there are goshallas, or retirement homes for cows.

A Jain perspective
Jains also believe in ahimsa, but seem to take it further. For Jains almost everything is seen as living, with
consciousness of some sort, and all life is sacred regardless of race, caste or species. They believe in the
principle of interconnectedness, harm done to other beings is seen as harm done to oneself. A Jain monk
may wear a mask to stop flies being accidentally swallowed, using a broom to remove bugs gently from
their path. Humans are not separate from other life forms and we are certainly not the top of creation.

What do Humanists say?

Do religious beliefs actually hinder someone from looking after the environment? Humanists say we
have only one life, it’s up to us to make best use of it — does that lead us to take better care of our
planet? HABW = Humanists for a Better World works to protect the environment. Greta Thunberg is seen
by some as a modern prophet for environmental issues. Is she religious? She doesn’t mention it in her
campaigns, so religion seems to be irrelevant. Should religious views, or lack of them, be irrelevant as we
work together to save Planet Earth? What should we do to make a difference?
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Key Word

Definition

Environment

The natural world, and habitats.

Creation

How did the world / universe come to exist?

Stewardship

Humans have responsibility to look after the world.

Dominion

Humans have power over the world, we rule it.

Global Warming

The increasing temperature of the world, caused by
human activities etc.

Climate Change

Changes in temperature ie ice age.

Vegetarian

Not eating meat.

Vegan

Not eating meat or dairy products, or using animal
products eg in clothing.

Animal testing

Using animals to test drugs or make up on.

Souls The spiritual side of a human, may survive death or be a
link with God? Hindus say all
Ahimsa Non-violence / respect for life.
Interconnectedness | The idea that everything /being is linked together and is
interdependent.
Key Quotes

Judaism / Christianity: “When | look at the sky, which you have made, at the

moon and the stars which you set in their places — what is man, that you think of

him; mere man, that you care for him? Yet you made him inferior only to
yourself... you appointed him ruler over everything you have made.” (Psalm 8)
Hinduism: “Without the killing of all living beings, meat cannot be made

available, and since killing is contrary to the principles of ahimsa, one must give

up eating meat.” (from the Maunsmriti)

Jainism: “There is no quality of soul more subtle than non-violence and no virtue

of spirit greater than reverence for life.” (Mahavira)

Greta: “People are suffering. People are dying. Entire ecosystems are collapsing.

We are in the beginning of a mass extinction...” (speech to UN Climate Action

Summate)
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