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Instructions for using your Knowledge Organiser 

 
 

Every school day, you should study 1 to 2 subjects from your knowledge organiser for 
homework lasting at least 1 hour in total. 
 
On pages 6 and 7 there is space for you to record the subjects you have studied to 
make sure you are giving equal time to all of them.  Your parent should sign off your 
homework each evening on these pages. 
 
Your parent should also sign your reading log on pages 8 and 9. 
 
You can use the note pages in this booklet to help with your studies. 
 
You need to bring your Knowledge Organiser to school every day.  It will be checked 
regularly during form time. 
 
You will be regularly tested on knowledge contained in this booklet in your lessons 
and through quizzes on Show My Homework. 

 

  
How to self-test with your Knowledge Organiser 

 

You can use your Knowledge Organiser in a number of different ways but you should 
not just copy from the organiser. Use the following tips and guidance to help you get 
the most out of learning and revising your subject knowledge. 
 
These are some possible tasks you could try: 

 

 Ask someone to write questions 
for you 

 Write your own challenging 
questions, leave them overnight 
and try answering them the next 
day 

 Create mind maps 

 Create flash cards 

 Put the key words into new 
sentences 

 Look, write, cover and check 

 Write a mnemonic 
 

 

 Use the ‘clock’ template to divide the 
information into smaller sections 

 Give yourself a spelling test 

 Give yourself a definition test 

 Draw images and annotate/label them 
with extra information 

 Do further research on the topic 

 Create fact files 

 Create flowcharts 

 Draw diagrams 
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The Importance of Self-testing 
 

 

The Knowledge Organisers are designed to help you learn a wide range of knowledge 
which will, in turn, mean you are more prepared for your lessons and make even 
better progress. 
 
To get the most out of your Knowledge Organiser you should be learning sections and 
then self-testing. 
 
 

Look, Cover, Write, Check, Correct 
 
This should be familiar to you from primary school. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Questions/Answers, Answers/Questions 
 

Ask a parent, carer, study partner to write you questions (or answers) and then you 
write the answer (or possible question that would respond to that answer). 
You can also write your own questions but if you do this leave it until the next day 
before you answer them to see what you can remember after a break. 
 

Always remember to check and correct 

 
Flashcards 

 

These are a very good and simple self-testing tool. 
To make your own, take some card and cut into rectangles roughly 10cm x 6cm. 
Write the key word on one side and the definition on the other. 
Then go through your cards looking at one side and seeing if you can remember the 
keyword/definition on the other side. 
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Mind Maps 
 

Mind mapping is a process that involves a distinct combination of imagery, colour and 
visual-spatial arrangement. The technique maps out your thoughts using keywords 
that trigger associations in the brain to spark further ideas. 
 
Once you have made your map, cover it and test yourself on different strands,  
e.g. how much of the ‘Lines’ strand can you recall. 

Clock Learning 
 

For this technique, draw a basic clock. 
Take a subject or topic and break it down into 12 sub-categories. 
Make notes in each segment of the clock. Revise each part for 5 minutes. 
Now the clock over and try and write out as much information as you can from one of 
the segments. 
 

Clocks can also be used to help to visualise a timeline 
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Homework log and parental check 

 

Week 1 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 2 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 3 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 4 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 5 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 6 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 7 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    
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Homework log and parental check 

 

Week 8 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 9 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 10 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 11 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 12 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 13 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    

Week 14 Subject 1 Subject 2 Signed 

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday    
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Reading log 

Use this reading log to record the books you read along with how long you have 

spent reading. 
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Reading log 

Use this reading log to record the books you read along with how long you have 

spent reading. 
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Topic 5: International Cuisine 

British people are now more adventurous with their food choice and will regularly eat food 

originating in other countries. Some examples of these are: 

Italian Cuisine – family and food is very important to Italians 

– with recipes being passed down the generations through 

mothers and grandmothers. Italian flavours are simple and 

they often use seasonal local ingredients that are home-

grown or purchased in markets. Traditional dishes include 

pasta, pizza and risotto. Bread is freshly baked and a rainbow 

of fresh vegetables and salads are regularly served as 

accompaniments.  Healthy olive oil is used instead of animal 

fats. Desserts include ice-cream and tiramisu (Italian trifle). 

Italians take a huge amount of pleasure in food and enjoy social or family occasions where 

food can be shared.  

 

Chinese Cuisine – Chinese food is often quick to make, with 

an emphasis on colour, flavour and texture. Much of the food 

is stir-fried in a wok or steamed in a bamboo steamer – both 

healthy ways of cooking. In a very traditional Chinese kitchen 

there is no oven. Traditional dishes include spring rolls, crispy 

duck, soups and broths, sweet and sour noodles and fried 

rice.  Chinese food often uses aromatic spices such as ginger 

to flavour food. At meal times, the Chinese family will have 

four or five dishes at the same time and each person will 

have a small bowl with rice in it. Food is eaten with 

chopsticks. The traditional drink with a meal is green tea which is served without milk. The 

Chinese present their food beautifully with carved vegetables. 

 

Indian Food – entertaining in the home is very popular 

in India with all the dishes placed on the table at once 

and shared. Many spices and herbs are blended or 

ground together to make Indian food – although most 

dishes are spicy and mild rather than overly hot.  

Traditional dishes include tandoori meat and fish 

(cooked in a clay oven), curries, samosas, bhajis and 

dahls (made with lentils).  Main meals are served with 

traditional breads (naan, chapatti, poppadoms) or 

basmati rice.  Desserts are not often served every day but are used for special occasions, for 

example sweets served for the festival of Diwali. 
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Topic 6: Consumer Awareness 

Consumers can be defined as “a person who purchases goods and services for personal 

use”. People are consumers on a daily basis. On your way to school you may use the bus 

and then buy a snack at break time – you are a consumer.   

Food is always in the news and sometimes consumers are confused 

about what to buy and eat. To be an effective consumer you need 

to know your rights and responsibilities and know how to get 

advice on issues if you are not satisfied with the food you buy. 

It is important that consumers know how to manage their 

resources effectively when choosing, shopping for, preparing and 

storing food. 

Consumers have a wide range of options when shopping for food. There are advantages 

and disadvantages for them all, it is therefore important for consumers to decide which is 

the most suitable for them, for example going to a big supermarket or shopping in a corner 

shop. 

To make good use of time, energy, and money when choosing food consider the following: 

Meal planning – thinking ahead will reduce the number and amount of time needed for 

shopping; Ingredients – try and choose ingredients that will save time 

and money; Seasonality – choose seasonal and local foods; Value for 

money – compare the cost of fresh and pre-prepared ingredients. 

Consumers should avoid wasting food. Every year in the UK, seven to ten 

million tons of food are wasted.  It is thought that approximately 50% of 

the food wasted is still edible. The cost of food waste is significant – 

estimates show that it costs an average family £700 per year. Using 

leftovers can save money and is good for the environment. 

Food labelling is important to help us to decide which food buy, how to store and cook food 

correctly and to be aware of the nutritional content of food. Some food labelling is required 

by law. ‘Use by’ and ‘best before’ dates are 

there for food safety reasons and to help use 

up food before it spoils. Labels on food must 

contain precise and accurate information 

about the nutrients in food. Fat, saturated 

fat, salt and sugar are labelled as either 

green, amber or red. When deciding what to 

eat, look at the label and try to choose foods 

that have more green and amber and less 

red. 
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Year 9 Geography: Fieldwork 
 

Key Term Definition  
Fieldwork Answering a geographical question about people, places or environments 

outside of a classroom or laboratory. 

Primary research  Data that you have collected yourself, first-hand, by completing surveys, 

interviews, or experiments. 

Secondary research   Data that was collected by someone else and is therefore second-hand. 

However, it may help to guide your own investigation. 

Data presentation Using data that you have collected to create charts or graphs. This makes your 

data more ‘visual’ and easier to read.  

Data analysis Studying data to try and identify patterns or trends.  

Conclusion  Using the data you collected to attempt to answer your original question or 

hypothesis from the start of your investigation. 

 

Key ideas 

Fieldwork is used by Geographers to try and answer questions about the world. To ensure their discoveries are valid and 

scientific, an enquiry process is followed with six separate stages. These stages are shown in the image above. 

All fieldwork begins with using the questions we have about a specific environment to create a hypothesis. A hypothesis 

is a statement that can be tested. It must be clear and measurable. At the end of the enquiry, you should be able to say 

if your hypothesis was correct or not.  

All fieldwork should end with an evaluation. This is when you reflect on your research and suggest how improvements 

could be made. You consider how you would do the fieldwork better if you had to repeat it.  
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Introduction to Africa 
Africa is the second largest continent in the world with 54 countries and a population 
of 1.1 billion. 
 

Africa’s Physical geography 
The surface of Africa is mainly composed of incredibly old, stable, hard rocks. It sits 
on the African tectonic plate. 
It has several major river basins including the Niger, Nile, Congo, Zambezi and 
Orange. 
Africa has several biomes (a large community of plants and animals found in a major 
habitat) including rainforests, deserts and savannahs. 
The biomes are linked to climate zones which are distinctive areas of similar rainfall 
and temperature each year. 

The threat of desertification 
The Sahara Desert in Northern Africa is the largest desert in the world. The Sahel 
area south of the Sahara is under threat from desertification which is the process by 
which land becomes drier and degraded. It is caused by below average rainfall, soil 
erosion by wind and rain, clearing of vegetation for firewood, over-use of land for 
agriculture, overgrazing of land by livestock and overpopulation. 
 
 
 

 

Africa’s colonial past 
The 1884-1885 Berlin Conference was a meeting of 14 nations who divided Africa 
amongst themselves. The UK was a colonial power ruling countries such as Ghana 
and Kenya until the mid-1900’s. Colonialism is the type of government where a 
geographic area is ruled by a foreign power. Imperialism is where countries impose 
influence through military force and economic force. 

Foreign influence after African countries had become independent 
In the twentieth century African countries became independent and started to govern 
themselves. Today former colonies influence countries through the economy and 
international relations. This is called neo-colonialism. Countries including China which 
is investing heavily in Africa are keen to exploit Africa’s resources (things which we 
use) including bauxite, uranium, diamonds, platinum, cobalt, oil, gas and timber. 

Human Geography of Africa 
Africa has some of the poorest countries in the world. It is attempting 
to improve standard of living (the degree of wealth and material 
comfort available to a person or community) and quality of life (the 
standard of health, comfort, happiness and wellbeing experienced by 
an individual or group.) Development is the process of change and 
improvement both economically and socially. 
Africa’s population is growing rapidly in countries such as Nigeria 
where birth rates exceed death rates. Birth rates are high because of 
a lack of contraception and the fact that parents need children to help 
on farms and support them in old age. Death rates are falling due to 
improved access to health care, food, water and sanitation. 

 
 

Command words that you will use in this topic: Identify, state, describe, compare, 

explain and assess 

            Year 9 Geography: Africa 
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Music 
Developing Music Technology skills 

 

Music Technology – key terms 

Revising and developing knowledge of key terms from Y8/T1 - DAW, Audio, Sample, Loop and 

Remix  

Midi 
Musical Instrument Digital Interface. Data system used to send and store 

note information in a DAW 

Automation Saving mix information within a song – e.g. volume, panning etc. 

Import Adding a file to a project 

Export Saving a track or tracks out of a project 

Bounce Exporting all tracks as a stereo mix track 

Key term - Effects  

Revising and developing knowledge of processes from Y8/T1 - reverb, delay and EQ  

Filter Sweep Changing EQ settings in real time to create interesting effects. 

Compression Controlling the volume level of a track or tracks 

Instruments 

Synthesizer How oscillators create different sound waves that can be manipulated. 

Key term - Texture 

Layered 

Texture 
Texture often layered in 4/8 bar sections. 

Drops 
Where the texture suddenly changes to create a sense of anticipation 

before a gradual build often using and extended drum fill. 
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Music Technology Vocabulary 

Revising and developing knowledge of terms from Y8/T1 – Multitrack, Pan, Solo, Mute, 

Quantization, Velocity, Overdubbing, Reverse. 

Song structure 

Revising and developing knowledge of key terms from songs – Structure (verse/chorus etc.), 

Hook, Riff, Lyrics, AABA structure 

Key term – Chords/Harmony 

Revising and developing knowledge of key harmonic terms – chord, triad, major, minor, I, IV, V, 

ii, iii, vi 

Chords 

progressions Looking at common chord sequences in pop and dance music. 

 

 

Practical Skills Using computer software to edit and arrange music. 

Listening  

Identification and application of vocabulary relating to music technology 

and song structure 

Listening to songs to identify main structural features 

Performing 
Using a DAW to arrange and record music from pop and dance tracks 

Composing Creating a remix track using Music Technology 

Contextual 

knowledge 
Short research project based upon Electronic/pop music styles and 

composers 
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RE – Year 9 Topic 3: Ethics   
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