
Year 7
When you 
arrive at 

Springwood 
we know you 

will have 
done different 
things in RE.

We are on The Island to consider world religions 
and belief systems as things that are lived and 

followed. 
We consider how birth is celebrated, what rule 
systems people follow, and why and how some 

festivals are celebrated.

What do different people say about God? What 
about leaders and founders of the different 

traditions? We also look at some holy books and the 
idea of a written record.

Islam
How does the Muslim Ummah 

put the 5 pillars into action? This 
builds on Year 7 work on Allah, 

Muhammad (pbuh) and the 
Qur’an. We  also look at the 

division of Sunni and Shi’a Islam. 

Ethical Issues
We cover issues of prejudice and discrimination, war and peace and 

the environment.  We consider Christianity and racism, anti-
Semitism, the role of women in Islam and caste in India. Then we 
contrast pacifism with Just War, consider the two types of Jihad, 
look at current issues like terrorism, and think about forgiveness. 

With the environment we contrast different responses from 
western and eastern religious traditions. ‘What do you think 

about…?’ is always a key question.

Buddhism
A ‘religion’ without a 
God? We look at key 

Buddhist dharma such 
as the Four Noble Truths 
and the Three Poisons, 
as well as considering 
the question: how do 

you see life?

Philosophical Questions
What is real? 

Why do some believe in God?
Why do some not believe in God? 

Is it Science Vs. Religion?

We consider when and how someone 
‘comes of age’ then move on to the idea 
of change and diversity. We look the way 

strangers are welcomed or not, at 
special places, and the idea of welcoming 
others to a special place,  – and how this 

can cause conflict.

Hindu Beliefs and Teachings
How do Hindu understand the nature of God, 

Brahman and deities?  How do Hindus 
understand the nature of the universe?

How do Hindus celebrate Diwali and Holi?

Hindu Practices and Lifestyle
The issue of reincarnation and the 

implications of karma are considered, and 
different paths to Moksha. The concept of 
dharma is studied, as are different aims of 

life. We consider how Hindus worship,  
pilgrimage and the differences between 

Shaivism and Vaishnavism.

Christian Beliefs and Teachings
How do Christians se the 

world? Where does evil and 
suffering come from, and what 
is the role of God and Jesus in 
the universe? What is the Holy 

Spirit? How do Christians 
understand the afterlife?

Christian Practices and Lifestyle
We consider the issues of different 

denominations within Christianity, and the 
different ways in which they worship. The 

sacraments of baptism and holy communion, 
pilgrimage and festivals are also studied.

Year 8
In Year 7 you study a little bit of 
lots of religions and world views 

– in Year 8 we aim for greater 
depth and look at diversity.

Year 9
We begin an in depth study of 

Christianity and Hinduism, ready for the 
GCSE course in Year 10. By the end of 
Year 9 we have covered about 50% of 

the GCSE material.
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